
Noise and Vibration   

The proposed development is currently being assessed 
in accordance with the appropriate British Standard 
through detailed noise modelling to determine the 
potential noise and vibration effects arising from the 
construction and operation of the PRF.

The existing background noise levels in the area 
have been based on recent noise monitoring reports 
published relating to the adjacent Energy Recovery 
Facility. Initial findings from the on-site operational 
noise assessment show that noise mitigation is unlikely  
to be required, however as the project develops, the 
noise output from the site will continue to be reviewed 
as more information becomes available. Design limits 
will be set for future operations to ensure that the 
future amenity of nearby receptors is protected.

Given the dominance of the A1 and the lack of existing 
noise sensitive receptors close to roads that are  
likely to carry the additional road traffic associated 
with the proposed development; coupled with the 
consideration that the additional movements are likely  
to be subjectively similar to movements from the 
adjacent businesses, it is unlikely that any increases  
in road traffic noise on the local network as a result  
of the proposed PRF will be significant. 

Heritage  

The site was originally part of the Oxwellmains South 
Quarry, from which limestone was quarried for the 
nearby Cement Works. The Lafarge Cement Works 
(previously Blue Circle Cement) began operating in the 
1960s. The quarry at the application site was in-filled 
with waste from the quarrying process, consisting 
of spoil, over burden and quarry reject material. As a 
result, limited archaeological resources are anticipated  
at the site and therefore no impacts are predicted. 

The proposed development will be sufficiently 
screened from existing heritage assets due to 
topography, tree cover, the existing ERF, cement  
works and associated landscaping. A landscaping 
scheme will be implemented to complement the 
existing vegetation within the vicinity of the site  
to help further screen the proposals.

Air quality and odour
An Air Quality and Impact Assessment was 
undertaken to establish the current air quality 
conditions within the study area and to describe  
the potential effects of the proposed development, 
both in operation and construction. The facility will 
be designed to minimise atmospheric emissions 
using Best Available Techniques. 

The plastics arriving at the facility are washed prior 
to transportation and therefore no odour impacts 
are anticipated. As such, a biofilter system and stack 
are not required as part of this revised scheme.  

With the implementation of mitigation measures, 
the impact of construction phase dust emissions 
is considered ‘not significant’ in accordance with 
Institute of Air Quality Management guidance. 

An extensive pre-application consultation 
exercise was undertaken with East Lothian 
Council to agree the scope and approach of 
technical studies to support the planning 
application for the development of a new  
PRF on land adjacent to the existing Dunbar  
Landfill Site and Energy Recovery Facility (ERF). 
Full reports of the assessments undertaken will be 
available for inspection once the application has  
been submitted to the Council.
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